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IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
| velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of Iowa. 

; MEMBERS 

© Johnson Brigham, Chairman, Des Moines. 
be Walter A. Jessup, Iowa City. 

P. E. McClenahan, Des Moines. 

| Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 

Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 

“Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Boone. 

|W. R. Orchard, Council Bluffs. 


"Julia A. Robinson, Secretary, Des Moines. 
This quarterly is mailed free to all public librar- 


jes and to trustees of free public libraries in the 
) State of Iowa. 


Iowa hid i b rary 
Association 


Thirtieth Annual Meeting 


Des Moines 


October 12-14 


Plan to attend. Program and 
full details later. 








—— 


TRUSTEES ATTENTION 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES’ CONFER- 
ENCE AT THE STATE FAIR 


Through the courtesy of the Wom- 
‘en’s Committee in charge of the Wom- 
rens & Children’s Building, a confer- 
ence of library trustees.will be held in 
the auditorium of this building on 
. onday afternoon, August 30th, at 

#:00 o’clock. Subjects of especial in- 
terest to all trustees will form the pro- 

ram, which will be in charge of a 

istee and informal in character al- 

ing free discussion by all present. 
All library trustees—men and women 
=who expect to attend the fair this 
far are urged to plan to be present 
fh this day and take part in this pro- 

m. 





More Money For the Library 
"Necessity of larger appropriations 


for the maintenance of public libraries 
no longer needs argument or even 
statement. Even before the present 
sensational decrease in the purchasing 
power of the dollar, there was hardly 
a public library in the State that had 
sufficient income for its best or even 
its most economic operation. Today 
any library that is receiving less than 
50 per cent increase of income is poor- 
er and less qualified to do itsproper 
work than five years ago and any 
library that has been granted no in- 
crease since then has in reality suffered 
a reduction of from 25 to 50 per cent 
in income and capacity for public ser- 
vice. It should be as impossible or ex- 
ceptional for a community so to im- 
poverish its library as for it deliber- 
ately and directly to reduce its library 
appropriation. 


Where such parsimony toward the 
library is being practiced, it is com- 
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monly justified by the financial stress 
under which so many people of mod- 
erate means are suffering and by the 
almost universal need of economy or 
retrenchment in public expenditures. 
The smallness of the library appro- 
priation is assumed to be in the inter- 
est of the suffering taxpayer. Even 
if this assumption were correct, the 
friends of the library might justly de- 
mand that all other appropriations 
should likewise be kept down to the 
prewar level. 

A town’s fire department or street 
department or school department has 
been no more affected by changing 
values of money than has the library, 
and if the need of economy is the only 
plea; all these public institutions or 
utilities should be subjected to the 
same rule. 

But the assumption that an inade- 
quate appropriation is thus in the in- 
terest of the taxpayer—that it is even 
to his immediate monetary interest— 
is false, demonstrably false, so far as 
it applies to the average taxpayer. 
This average taxpayer is simply the 
average home-owner. If he lives 
any life worth living or worth 
being counted in the formation 
of public policy, he is a reader of 
books, magazines and newspapers. 
Each year he must spend money to 
secure this reading, and with the pre-- 
ent prices of such material anything 
beyond the very narrowest range of 
such reading demands a considerab!e 
expenditure. It is a household of 
very limited book needs indeed which 
does not have to spend at least $10 
a year for its reading where there is 
no public library and even very mod- 
est people spend from $20 to $40 a 
year on this item of family expense 
where their only means of meeting 
their need is by private purchase. 

What then shall it profit this aver- 
age taxpayer if he be saved a dollar a 
year in the library tax and thus be 
compelled to spend twenty times that 
amount in meeting the needs that a 
good library would have _ supplied? 


And even after spending in private 
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purchase ten or twenty times more 
than the maintenance of a model li- 
brary would have cost him, how lim- 
ited are his reading resources as com- 
pared with what such a library would 
give him! 

The simple fact is that financial 
stress, poverty, consideration for the 
taxpayer are the very last excuses 
to be urged for starving the public 
library. They are indeed the very 
strongest and most compelling argu- 
ments for the best kind of a public 
library. The greater the financial 
stress, the greater and the more gen- 
eral is the; need for public library 
facilities. The taxpayers are simply 
hoodwinked when they are led to be- 
lieve that they are being considered 
or favored by a starvation budget for 
the library. They are thereby being 
deprived of an indispensable means of 
economy in the supply of a family ne- 
cessity. They are being compelled to 
waste money on a totally inadequate 
supply of books when a tithe of what 
they must thus waste would have 
given them ten to a hundred times 
more book privileges if applied to a 
community library. 

Responsibility of the Library Board. 

The fallacy thus exposed seems so 
simple that it is strange that taxpayers 
should ever be deceived by it or that 
politicians who have other ends for 
the use of public money should ever 
attempt such deception. But what 
shall we say of boards of library trus- 
tees, the official guardians of the in- 
terest and rights of the public in this 
essential matter of reading, who either 
blindly accept such doctrine or weak- 
ly yield to it or compromise with it? 
Unfortunately there are many such 
boards in this state today. They know 
their library is inadequately supported. 
They know the people are not getting 
the books or the service they need; 
but they considerately refrain from 
asking for a larger sum because taxes 
are so high or because they fear an 
adverse vote by city councils or tax- 
payers! The intrinsic strength of 
their position or of the claims they 
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might make they fail utterly to under- 
stand, and the simple fact stated above, 
that high taxes and other demands 
made on the income of taxpayers are 
just the reasons why adequate public 
library facilities are an economic ne- 
cessity. 

Here is today the real test as to the 
quality and worth of each of our li- 
brary boards. How much faith have 
they in the library whose cause they 
represent? How much faith have they 
in the logic of our public library 
movement? How much_ weight 
do they have in the community in im- 
parting this faith and logic to others? 
How much spirit and energy are they 
ready to put forth in a systematic cam- 
paign for better library support? Any 
board that has not enough of such 
faith or energy to go before its com- 
munity at this time and make at least 
an earnestand insistent effort for such 
increased library support as shall cor- 
respond to the rising costs of books 
and library operation is unworthy of 
the cause for which it stands and in 
the interest both of the reading public 


and of public economy, should give 
way to another which really believes 
in the library—New York Libraries, 


May, 1920. 





Libraries at the General Federation 
Biennial. 


The library part of the General Bi- 
ennial was small, but the interest man- 
ifested in the subject was encouraging 
to those who had this department in 
charge. Visitors were constantly in 
evidence at the exhibits from the lowa 
Library Commission and the A. L. A. 
in the Headquarters of the Depart- 
ment of Literature and Library Ex- 
tension in the Des Moines Public Li- 
brary. 

On Saturday morning at the general 
session, Mr. Geo. B. Utley, librarian 
of the Newberry library, Chicago, 
spoke on the subject of “Americaniza- 
tion through the public library.” Un- 
fortunately the morning session was 
over-crowded, and the time allotted to 
him was brief, which left the audience 


with a desire to hear more on the sub- 
ject. 

On Saturday afternoon the general 
conference of the Department of Liter- 
ature and Library Extension was held 
in the rotunda of the Historical Build- 
ing, with Miss Tyler as library speak- 
er. Her subject was “The new con- 
ception of library work.” About four 
hundred were in attendance. 

Following this program a reception 
was held in the offices of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, where the mem- 
bers of the Commission welcomed 
their friends from other states. 

In the evening one hundred and 
seventy-five sat down to the Library 
Dinner in Harris-Emery’s Tea Room, 
and unfortunately many more who de- 
sired to attend were unable to do so, 
because of the limited seating capacity 
of the room. 

‘Impromptu after-dinner speeches 
were made by Mr. Utley, Judge Town- 
er, Mr. Wright, president of the Des 
Moines library board, Miss Tyler, 
Mrs. Towner, Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool 
Earl, president of the Indiana Library 
Commission, Mrs. Martha Foote Crow, 
Mrs. Barkley, Miss Rose and Miss 
Robinson. 





District Meetings. 

Lack of space forbids an extended 
account of the spring district meet- 
ings of the Iowa Library Association. 
Suffice .it to say that the attendance 
at each meeting, though not large, was 
at least such as to warrant holding the 
meeting, and the interest was never so 
good. The program was informal in 
every instance and participated in by 
all present. 


The topics discussed at all the meet- 
ings were “Is there anything new in 
library work?” “Everyday problems,” 
“Recent books,” and “The trustees’ 
problem,” introduced in each case by a 
trustee. These varied somewhat with 
the speakers, but all agreed on the 
need of more money to maintain the 
libraries. 


The following resolution was passed 
at the Indianola meeting and endorsed 
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by all the subsequent meetings: 

RESOLVED, by the Central Dis- 
trict of the Iowa Library Association, 
that the Legislative Committee of the 
Iowa Library Association be requested 
to investigate, with a view to bringing 
to legislation, the matter of adequate 
financial support for the commission 
and for public libraries by increased 
appropriation and increased maximum 
tax levy. 

The following amendment was also 
‘passed at the Webster City meeting: 

And be it further resolved that an 
investigation be made of the law that 
provides for permanent improvements 
to grounds and buildings, in order that 
there may be no lack of understanding 
of the present law and the authority 
of the board of trustees to make im- 
provements to buildings already erect- 
ed. 

At Missouri Valley the following 
resolution was passed and endorsed 
by the three remaining meetings: 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the I. L. A. be asked to 
investigate laws regarding county li- 
braries in other states, and that the 
committee be asked to report and rec- 
ommend possible modification of the 
Iowa law at the fall meeting. 

These resolutions will receive the 
attention of the Legislative Committee 
and will be presented to the fall meet- 
ing for action. 





American Library Association. 

The Colorado Springs meeting of the 
American Library Association was not 
as largely attended as some in the 
past, but the program was excellent 
and the spirit most cordial. Lack of 
space forbids a detailed account here, 
but in may be found in the general 
library periodicals. 

Of special interest to lowa was the 
election of Miss Alice S. Tyler, for- 
merly secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission, as president of the Am- 
erican Library Association for the 
coming year; and in recognition of her 
former corinection with Iowa, Miss 
Robinson, the present secretary, was 


asked to be one of her escorts to the 
president’s chair. 


The meetings of the League of Li- 
brary Commissions were well attend- 7 
ed, but the program was so crowded © 
that the discussion of some of the 
topics will be continued at the mid- 7 
winter meeting. 





Iowa Breakfast. 

Forty Iowa librarians, past and pres- 7 
ent, took breakfast together on Fri- 
day morning, June 4th. Short talks 
were given by Miss Marvin of the § 
State Library of Oregon, Miss Ahern, 7 
editor of PUBLIC LIBRARIES, Miss 7 
Tyelr and Mr. Brigham. 





Library News of the State 





Council Bluffs—Mrs. Mary E. Dai- 
ley, who has been a member of the 7 
library staff for twenty-one years, has © 
resigned: her position, and will enjoy | 
a well earned rest. 


Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Eleanor Fawcett has resigned as 7 
librarian of the Traveling Library, and 
Miss Mary C. McQuaid of Nebraska, ¥ 
a graduate of the Library School of” 
the University of Wisconsin, has be- = 
come acting librarian. P 


Miss Clara L. Abernethy, for the 
past year in library work in Washing-7~ 
ton state, and Miss Mae Anders, of ¥ 
Iowa Falls, have been appointed or | 
ganizers to fill the vacancies caused by 
the resignation of Miss Boyer and Miss 7 
Shaw. Both were Illinois Library } 
school students. ' 


Harlan—The public library was op- : 
ened for circulation on June 14th with” 


over twelve hundred books on the} 
shelves. Miss Edith Lewis has been? 
chosen librarian. 3 


Primghar—By a ten to one majortil 
Primghar voted on May 18th for the) 
establishment of a free public libraryy 
A board has been appointed and the 
work taken up with interest. % 
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County Library work in Indiana. 
Mr. Wm. J. Hamilton, 
Secretary Indiana Library Commission 

The problem of library extension in 

Indiana can not be satisfactorily dis- 
ssed without a brief reference to 
fhe library laws under which city and 
town libraries, in this state, are con- 
Mucted. Prior to 1881 there were cer- 
tain permissive acts in force which 
lowed city councils to make library 
appropriations but nothing which en- 
Horced any tax. In 1881 the school 
ard of Indianapolis was empowered 
to establish a free public library and 
io levy a tax therefor, of not more than 
3e mill on a dollar of taxable proper- 
ty. This permission not having re- 
alted in public scandal the legislature 

1883 amended the act to apply. to 
my city or incorporated town in the 
late, and practically all public librar- 
mes established during the next eigh- 
teen years are still under school board 
management. 


& 


This phase in iter state’s bewry de- 
velopment, while now sometimes de- 
precated, is undoubtedly responsible 
for the unusual power which Indiana 
library trustees have in the matter of 
tax rate fixing. In a number of states 
the courts have held that only elected 
officials may fix tax rates but Indiana 
Courts have yielded this power to the 
appointed schook boards due to an 
implication of authority in the state 
constitution. Hence, because school 
boards conducting libraries possessed 
this right, it very naturally was made 
a feature of the law of 1901, providing 
for separate library boards. Also the 
county library act of 1917 gave the 
same rights to the governing boards 
of county libraries. The usual tax rate 
is the ten cent maximum in the central 
town and the five cent minimum in 
the county. 


An intermediate step in library ex- 
pansion from the town library to the 
county, was the result of the enact- 
ment in 1911 of legislation providing 
for the extension of library service to 
an adjoining township in return for a 
township tax. In Indiana the town- 
ship is an active governmental unit 
and not, as in some states, merely a 
geographical expression. The town- 
ship schools are not in the charge of 
either the county superintendent or of 
a school board which is distinct from 
a civil governing body. Everything in 
a township, —schools, roads or taxes, 
—is controlled by the Township Ad- 
visory Board together with a very im- 
portant official, the Township Trustee, 
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whose duties and powers are almost 
limitless. 


Since nobody in a township ever 
levies taxes except the Advisory Board 
it was found impossible to give this 
right to the library board of an adjoin- 
ing city or town even with township 
representation on the board. The law 
of 1911 merely obligates the Advisory 
Board to levy a library tax annually 
for the support of a’ neighboring li- 
brary when fifty resident taxpayers 
have petitioned this. A minimum rate 
of one half mill is specified by the act, 
and comparatively few Advisory 
Boards have been persuaded to grant 
any more than this minimum. A li- 
brary may obtain the co-operation of 
several townships, and may hold this 
tax as long as ten per cent of the 
taxpaying families borrow books of 
the library, but as a matter of fact, 
the relations between library boards 
and Township Advisory Boards and 
Trustees are often strained. The 


Trustee is exofficio a member of the 
library board and has the right to 
appoint one other township represen- 


tative, but far too often the township 
officials refuse to see any advantage 
in the library extension service and re- 
gard the tax, for a town institution, 
as an unfair levy which they are justi- 
fied in evading if the library board is 
not watchful. 


While this bad feeling exists in some 
places where the town is the actual 
trading center of the whole township, 
it is almost inevitable when a library 
tax is levied in a neighboring town- 
ship. Twenty-three of our town li- 
braries serve more than one township, 
but it is impossible to be sure how 
long the cooperation will continue. 
Two units of the same rank will not 
work together for the support of an 
institution whose claims are regarded 
by one of the units as purely formal. 
It is undoubtedly only the same spirit 
that is manifested in opposition to con- 
solidation of school districts, but how- 
ever unjustified, the antagonism is 
very patent and must be taken into 
consideration in any scheme. to bring 


library service to all parts of the state, 
Two of the town libraries rendering 
the best extension service in Indiana 
(one by means of a book wagon, and 
the other through well supervised 
country stations) are this year each 
losing a township whose _ governin 
body refuses to admit the economy of 
the efficiency of a joint institution in” 
another township. The township sup- 
port in each case might be held by” 
legal action, but the bad feeling Rh 
ready latent would be intensified. 


About 160 townships out  * 1007 
in Indiana now have library service} 
under the Township Support Act.) 
This represents service from about 130 
town or city libraries, largely those 
located in the smaller cities and towns’ 
of the state. Of the 25 libraries locat- 
ed in cities of over 10,000 population, | 
only ten have extension § systems, 
Twelve of the 25 are so called school) 
board libraries, and of these only three” 
give township service. It might be 
mentioned in passing that of the 214 
school board libraries in Indiana, but) 
six cooperate in extension. service, 
though a seventh loans on application 
to any county resident. The average 
school board is too much preoccupied) 
with the educational affairs of the 
municipality to spare any time for the) 
consideration of library affairs outside 
of the town limits. The problem als 2 
of out of town representation on such’ 

a board is more puzzling than it wo 
be to a board devoted to purely libra 
affairs. 


It was realized several years agg 
that the failure of cooperation betweefi 
townships would prevent the covering 
of the state with library service undéi 
the Township Support Act. Alread 
in most of the towns where librari 
could be supported in cooperation witl 
a single township, they had been e 
tablished and still three-fourths of th 
state’s area, though only one-third | 
its population, had no local lib 
service. A large number of the 
maining 840 townships either had 
communities where library sentiment 
could be focused, or were too poor & 
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"in other commonwealths. 


‘adequately support local institutions. 
'To remedy these conditions and to 
| provide local libraries for all parts of 
the state, a county library act was 
finally obtained from the 1917 legis- 
‘lature after similar acts had been re- 
_jected by previous legislatures. 


During the past three years seven of 
‘the ninety-two Indiana counties have 


‘taken advantage of the act, and library 


doards in six more county seats are 
epeitering county extension cam- 
| paigns for the coming summer. Con- 
ditions in a well settled state of small 
‘counties are very different from those 
One of Cal- 
ifornia’s county libraries serves an 
area more than half as large as all 
“Indiana, and naturally Indiana’s law 
would not work satisfactorily in such 
@ situation, but it is very satisfactory 


‘for Indiana conditions and is recom- 


‘mended unreservedly to other states 


‘where conditions are similar. This 


'does not mean that our law is perfect 
© as there are three or four 
‘which should be altered but in the 
main it is workable and gets good 


features 


tesults. 

_ The main advantages of the law are: 
1. Action is forced from county of- 

ficials by petitioners, without the ne- 

cessity of an election. 


2. The library board has right 


‘to fix tax rates, without the limit of ten 
‘cents on one hundred dollars. 


4 


. 3. The local library board does not 


"contract with county officials, but with 


the addition of county representatives 

it becomes the managing board of a 

county library. 

| 4. Small libraries already exising 
e not swallowed up by the new 
founty system, but retain their own in- 

Mependence and their locality is ex- 

@mpted from the county tax. They 

May, however, come into the system 

Whenever they choose. 

4 5. If any board of county commis- 
pners fails to levy the tax provided 
br by the act, the members of such 
bard are individually responsible for 
he amount the tax would have yielded 
ft levied and this amount may be col- 


lected from them by suit of a tax pay- 
er. 

The Indiana county library law 
had to be drawn to meet three sets of 
circumstances, first, counties where no 
public libraries were in _ existence 
(there were in 1917 seven such coun- 
ties), second, counties where only one 
library was located and third, counties 
where there were several libraries. 
The first three sections of the act ap- 
ply only to the counties without li- 
braries and are not satisfactory as re- 
gards the managing board. When the 
law was presented to the legislature, 
certain assemblymen insisted that no 
community should be allow ed to dom- 
inate a county institution and to pre- 
vent this inserted the provision that 
no more than two members of the 
board might be chosen from a single 
township. The result is that in the 
two libraries organized under this part 
of the law, only two board members 
reside in the county seat where the 
library is located and it is very difficult 
to get a quorum together for any board 
meeting. Large powers are delegated 
to the two county seat members, and 
the rest of the board loses interest. 
Strong service has not as yet devel- 
oped in either county. It would be 
very much better to have a large local 
representation and consequent better 
attendance of board members. The 
Public Library Commission on this 
account, now advises organization of 
a town library in the county seat, and 
then extension of the service to the 
country, rather than the organization 
of a county library to start with. This 
would likewise permit a difference in 
tax rate between town and county. 
Two such county seat libraries have 
been organized and will conduct a 
campaign for county support this sum- 
mer. Only three counties remain in 
which no libraries exist, and in two 
of these library campaigns are now on, 
though neither campaign is in the 
county seat and hence their ability to 
obtain support as county institutions 
is doubtful. 





(Concluded in our next number.) 








First Annual Conference for Library 
Workers, Iowa City, June 23-25, 1920 


The first annual conference for li- 
brary workers held as above was a 
decided success in every way. The 
attendance was satisfactory, and the 
program was most helpful and in- 
spiring and was enjoyed by all pres- 
ent. The librarians of the state are un- 
der obligation to the Extension De- 
partment of the State University of 
Iowa for making such a conference 
possible, and to Miss Jane E. Roberts 
and Miss Blanche V. Watts for plan- 
ning so excellent a program. 


The conference opened on Wednes- 
day afternoon with an address by 
Mrs. A. Starr Best of the Drama 
League on the subject of the Drama 
in the smaller communities. 

Mrs. Best was secured at the last 
moment to take the place of Miss 
Bascom, who was unable to keep. her 
engagement; and while all regretted 
the omission of Miss Bascom’s talk on 
Poetry anthologies, all felt that Mrs. 
Best’s talk was a very welcome substi- 
tute. 

Miss Tyler followed on the subject 
of Library Training and was greeted 
with the enthusiasm which Iowa al- 
ways feels toward Miss Tyler. 

On Thursday morning Mr. Wm. J. 
Hamilton spoke on County libraries, 
and the second hour, in the absence of 
Miss Ahern, was devoted to a dis- 
cussion of this subject, the morning 
session closing with a talk by Miss 
Stearns on The next step in library 
development. 

In the afternoon Mr. Brigham gave 
his Recollections of James Russell 
Lowell, and Miss Helen Campbell of 
the Immigrant Protective League of 
Chicago, spoke most interestingly on 
the Library’s part in Americanization. 

On Friday morning Dr. Hardin 
Craig, head of the department of Eng- 
lish at the university, spoke on the 
Librarian and the scholarly interests 
of the community. Dr. Bostwick, li- 
brarian of the St. Louis Public Library, 
gave a helpful paper on Some lost arts 
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in labrarianship, and Miss Stearns 
gave her views on What a librarian 
should be and do. 


At the afternoon session Dr. C. M, 
Case spoke on Recent sociological 
books, and the program closed with 
an address by Miss Stearns on The 
library and the nine great problems of 
the day. 


Miss Blanche V. Watts presided on 
Wednesday afternoon, Miss Robinson 
at the Thursday sessions and Miss 
Roberts on Friday. 


The social features of the conference 
which were participated in, as was 
the entire program, by the summer 
school students, the librarians of Iowa 
City and visiting librarians of the 
state, were a reception to Miss Tyler 
on Wednesday evening and a picnic at 
City Park on Thursday evening. 








Library News of the State | 





Iowa City—The resignation of Miss 
Helen McRaith, for twelve years li- 
brarian of the public library, has been 
regretfully accepted by the library 
board. Miss McRaith goes to Port- 
land, Oregon, to accept a position in 
the library there. 


Oskaloosa—Miss Mary Lee of Du- 
buque and for a number of years an 
assistant in the Carnegie-Stout library, 
has been appointed librarian of the 
Oskaloosa Public Library. Miss Lee 
is a graduate of the Library School of 
the University of Wisconsin. 


Red Oak—Mr. Chas. H. Lane, who 
several years ago gave to the Red Oak 
library the Herberct C. Lane Book 
Fund in memory of his son, recently 
died in Seattle. Resolutions express- 
ing their esteem and sense of loss in 
his going were passed by the library 
board, but lack of space forbids their 
printing at this time. 
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OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of Iowa. paechd Soe 

MEMBERS 
o_o Brigham, Chairman, Des Moines. 
Dr. Walter A. Jessup, Iowa City. 
P. E. McClenahan, Des Moines. 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Boone. 
W. R. Orchard, Council Bluffs. 


Julia A. Robinson, Secretary, Des Moines. 


This quarterly is mailed free to all public librar- 
ies and to trustees of free public libraries in the 
State of Iowa. 


Iowa Library 
Association 


Thirtieth Annual Meeting 


Des Moines 
October 12-14 


Plan to attend. Program and 
full details follow. 

















IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
Thirtieth Annual Meeting. 

Date—October 12th to 14th. 

Place—Des Moines. Invitations 
from the Des Moines Public Libiary 
and the Des Moines Chamber of Com- 
merce sent to Waterloo, assure a 
warm welcome and every effort in 
their power to make this meeting 
pleasant and profitable. 

Headquarters and Meeting Places — 
Hotel Savery III will be headquarters, 
and all the day meetings will be held 
in the ballroom of this hotel. Tues- 
day evening’s meeting will be held at 
the Des Moines Public Library. On 
Wednesday evening the Association 
will be the guests of the Des Moines 
Library Club and the Des Moines 
Public Library at Harris-Emery’s Tea 
Room. 

Hotel Rates—Des Moines has am- 
ple hotel accommodations, all within 
easy walking distance of the head- 
quarters. The following list are reliable 
hotels and the rate quoted is for two 
persons (European plan). Reserva- 
tions should be made in advance direct 


with the hotels. 
Without Bath With Bath 


Per Room Per Room 
Name of Hotel Two Persons Two Persons 
Hotel Savery III, Fourth and 
Locust ‘ es $5.00 9.00 
Brown Hotel, Fourth and 
Chestnut 3.50 5.00 


3.00 3.50 4.00 6.00 


and Locust 
4.00 


Elliott Hotel, 219 Fourth St... 2.50 3.00 3.00 
Hotel Ft. Des Moines, Tenth 
and Walnut .. 5.00 12.00 


Foster Hotel, Eighth and 
. 2.00 2.50 2.50 2.50 


ES eae 
Franklin Hotel, Fifth and 

OSS eee 4.00 5.00 
Irwin Hotel, Sixth and 

NS eR ee 2.50 6.00 
Kirkwood Hotel, Fourth and 

Ss 3.50 4.00 
Lloyd Hotel, Sixth and High.... 2.00 2.25 3.00 


Martin Hotel, Third and Locust 3.00 3.50 4.00 


Randolph Hotel, Fourth and 

Court Avenue .......................... 2.50 3.00 3.25 4.00 
Wellington Hotel Fifth and 

Grand Avenue ; 
yY. WC A. 

Railroad Connections—Through and 
branch railroad lines and interurban 
connections with all parts of the 
state make Des Moines easily access- 


ible to all, and should insure a large 


attendance. 
Program— The tentative 


1.50 3.00 2.50 5.00 


pregram 


appears in this number and should 
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appeal to all interested library work- 
ers. Other interesting features may 
be added. Ample opportunity will be 
given for discussion at the roun. ta- 
bles. No one can afford to miss a 
single number of the program. There- 
fore, 

Everybody plan to come early 
and stay through the entire meeting, 
Every library board in the state 
should pay, the expenses of it; li- 
brarian and one trustee, if possible. 

Membership—lhe membership fee 
should be paid in advance. If voy 
have not done this, send $1.00 at once 
to Miss Jessie Swem, Public Library 
Des Moines. 7 

Publicity Exhibit—Library posters 
and other advertising material used 
in the libraries of the state will be on 
display at headquarters. Librarians 
are requested to send their exhibits 
to the Des Moines Public Library 
marked for the Iowa Library Associ- 
ation, to reach there not later than 
October 11th. The exhibit will be in 
charge of Miss Clara Abernethy .and 
Miss Mae Anders of the Library 
Commission. Please indicate which 
are to be returned and which may be 


retained by the commission for its’ 


Exchange Bulletin Collection. 





TENTATIVE PROGRAM. 
Tuesday Morning, October 12th. 
Registration—Hotel Savery. 
(Please register early). 
Tuesday Afternoon. 
Ball Room, Hotel Savery. 
2:30. Address by Hon. J. B. Weaver, 
Des Moines Library Board. 
Response. 
Reports of Officers. 
Report of the Secretary of the Iowa 
Library Commission, Miss Julia 
A. Robinson. : 
Book Discussion, Fiction. 
Tuesday Evening. 
Auditorium, City Library. 
Address, Miss Esse V. Hathaway, 
“Practical Pageantry.” 
Pageant, “The Legend Bearer’s Gift.” 
Secial Hour. 


9) 





Wednesday Morning, October 13th. 
Ball Room, Hotel Savery. 
9:00. Book Discussion, Non-Fiction. 

County Library Symposium. 
Working of the present law. 
Difficulties in library extension. 
Desirable changes in the law. 

Wednesday Afternoon. 
Ball Room, Hotel Savery. 
2:30. Book Discussion, Children’s 
Books. 

Symposium, Use of the library by 
industrial workers, tradesmen and 
other branches of business. 

Round Tables. 

Trustees. 
Librarians, Large Libraries 
Librarians, Small Libraries 
Assistants. 
Children’s Librarians. 
College Librarians. 
High School Librarians. 
Wednesday Evening. 
6:30. Dinner, Harris-Emery 
Room. 
(Courtesy Des Moines Library Club 
and Des Moines Public Library.) 

Address, Dr. J. D. Stoops, Grinnell 
College. 

Social Hour. 

Thursday morning, October 14th. 

Ball Room, Hotel Savery. 
900. Reading of his poems by Carl 
Sandburg, Chicago. 
Business Session. 
Reports of Committees. 
Legislative. 
Certification. 
Resolutions. 
Election of Officers. 
Adjournment. 


Tea 





Iowa Summer School for Library 
Training 1920. 

The class for 1920 of the lowa Sum- 
mer School for Library Training num- 
bered twenty-six, with two special 
students. (Good work was done by 
the class, and the spirit was excellent. 

In addition to the members of the 
faculty announced in a preceding num- 
ber, Miss Mae C. Anders of Iowa 
Falls gave the instruction in the mi- 
nor subjects and acted as reviser, as- 


sisted by Miss Ora King of Mitchell, 
South Dakota. 

The conference which was held dur- 
ing this session of the school has been 
noticed. 

The names of the class of 1920 ap- 
pear below: 


Name 
Block, Katherine 


Position 
Assistant, Public 
Davenport. 
Assistant, Public Library, 
Council Bluffs. 
_Assistant, State Law Li- 
brary, Des Moines. 
..lowa City. 
School Librarian, Public 
e. 
Libarry, 


Library, 
Buzza, Thelma D. 
Carson, Ruth 


Drizhal, Mrs. Rena 
Foster, Gladys C 
Library, Ft. Dodg 
Librarian, Public 
Redfield. S. D. 
_Librarian. Public 
Reinbeck. 
High School 
Emmetsburg. 
School Assitant, Public Li- 
brary, Davenport. 
Assistant, Public 
Cedar Rapids. 
Assistant, ollege Library, 
Grinnell. 
Librarian, Public 
Decorah. 
Assistant, Iowa State Col- 
lege Library, Ames. 
Librarian, St. Olaf College, 
Northfield. Minn. 
_ Librarian, Palmer 
Library, Albany, 
_Assistant, Public 


Francis, Myrtle... 


Gardiner, Bethanna Library, 
Greene, Bessie P. Librarian, 
Heden, Emma... 

Hooley, Theresa C..... Library, 
Hutchinson, fone N. 
J:well, Katherine Library, 
Langfitt, Bernice L..... 
Larson, Ingeborg... 


McGuire, Letha P. 


College 
o. 


Minor, Gertrude E..... 
Nicoll, 


Library, 
Bernice.............. Library, 
Mason City. 

_ Librarian, Public 
Pella. 

Assistant, Public 
Mt. Vernon, Ind. 
_Assistant, Iowa State Col- 
lege Library, Ames. 
Assistant, Public Library, 
Sioux City. 
_Assistant, Public Library, 
Clinton. 

Librarian, Union College, 
College View, Nebr. 
..Librarian, Public Library, 

Eldora. 
Assistant, Public 
Rapid City, S. 
. Assistant, Public 
Waterloo. 
STUDENTS 
._ Children’s Lib-arian, Pub- 
lic Library, Battle Creek, 
ich. 
Student Assistant, Iowa Uni 
versity Library, Iowa 
City. 


Rhynsburger, Cornelia Library, 


Schneider, Aileen........ Library, 
Shaw, Nellie J... 
Spencer, Alice E. 
Welsh, Marie 
Wheeler Martie. 
Wilson Fannie R. 


Wood, Cora..... 
Wood, 


Library, 
Frances E. Library, 
SPECIAL 


Grill, Maud E...... 


Guenther, Martha 





Librarians’ Conference at the State 


Teachers’ Association. . 

A librarians’ conference will be held 
this year as a part of the program of 
the State Teachers’ Association, with 
a discussion of topics especially help- 
ful in school library work. 
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Library Salaries. 


Below is given an editorial from a 
recent number of the Ontario Library 
Review which was reprinted in .the 
North Carolina Bulletin. It needs no 
comment, but deserves the consider- 
ation of every library board in the 
State. 

“That the modern public library is 
of real public benefit and the improve- 
ment of the quality and increase of 
the quantity of its service are desir- 
able, no person will doubt. 

“If the efficiency and the influence of 
our libraries are to be maintained and 
advanced, library boards must in- 
crease the salaries of qualified librar- 
ians and assistants. 

“Ninety-eight per cent of our li- 
brarians and assistants have always 
been underpaid. With the changes of 
recent years, yes of recent months, in 
_economic conditions, a serious state of 
affairs has developed among profes- 
sional library workers. .Several well- 
qualified assistants have been forced 
to resign from positions to engage in 
other lines of work where more at- 
tractive salaries were offered. Sev- 
ering connection with the library pro- 
fession caused great regret on the part 
of assistants, and caused a distinct 
loss to their libraries. 

“Ontario has scores -of librarians 
and assistants who have the greatest 
devotion for their work; their work is 
part of their lives, and they deserve 
the most favorable consideration in 
regard to adequate remuneration. 

“Ts it a commendable thing to main- 
tain conditions that make the library 
profession an undesirable one to be 
engaged in? 

“Why should a qualified librarian 
be worth more to a commercial or fi- 
nancial institution than to a library? 
In other words, why should she re- 
ceive ‘less for work that she has 
been trained for, and in which she 
has had experience, than for work in 
which she has not had one dav’s ex- 
perience? Business houses and other 
institutions are learning the value of 
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young women who have a knowledge 
of library science; if library trustees 
have learned it, is it not high time 
that they paid for it? 

“Salaries should be increased: 

1. Because librarians and _ assist- 
ants render worthy service. 

2. Because librarianship requires 
more than an average education. 

3. Because it requires a practical 
knowledge of librarianship, 

4. Because the salaries are too low 
to hold qualified persons. 

5. Because the diminished value 
of the dollar renders it impossible for 
most of our librarians and assistants 
to remain where they are. 

“Trustees, wake up! Do something 
worth while. Your communities will] 
approve of anything you will do to 
make things just and right. Keep 
your librarians.” 





A Correction. 


A statement made by one speaker 
during the discussion at the State 
Fair Conference was allowed to pass 
at the time, but the secretary wishes 
here to say that Iowa, instead of hav- 
ing a smaller number of trained librar- 
ians than any other state, has reason 
to feel proud of her record in this 
particular, as she has a larger num- 
ber than many of the states, and the 
equal of any in proportion to the num- 
ber of libraries. 





County Fair Exhibits. 


A number of libraries have tried. li- 
brary exhibits at their county fairs as 
a means of interesting the people of 
the county in a county library. 
Whether or not immediate results are 
secured, such exhibits can be made 
valuable publicity methods for the li- 
brary. 

The Library Commission has been 
glad to co-operate in the loan of-such 
poster material and leaflets as could 
be provided. 














